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would have been desirable at the beginning of  the work, that is, before 
it was written, became clear: the question of  design standards. Word 
divisions were undesirable, paragraphs should now be designed to be 
further apart, certain spellings were preferred, also names were to be 
added and much more besides. A new form of  typesetting followed 
weeks later and Tomas Bjäringer and Jonas Hällström spent time 
on complex corrections. They found, again and again, hundreds of  
necessary changes. From the point of  view of  the designers – and it 
remains to be hoped, also from the point of  view of  the readers – the 
effort was worth it. 

In mid-October 2018, a fi nal problem came to light. Jonas Hällström 
wanted – this was understandable – to have as complete a list as 
possible of  all the handouts that were ever distributed at displays and 
meetings of  RPSL members. If  the author had believed that he had 
such a list, he was mistaken, because this was a list of  all the displays 
that Frank Walton RDP FRPSL had once compiled, but there was no list 
of  the associated handouts. Somewhat desperately a call for help went 
to the Publications Committee which, however, could also only refer to 
a fragmentary RPSL list on the Internet. However, this only covered a 
few years, so it was far from complete. 

Jonas Hällström also solved this problem. He knew that Mårten 
Sundberg was collecting these handouts and within a few days 
his consent and support was given. But also with him the appetite 
grew with the eating, that is, Mårten wanted to revise, compare and 
supplement the list, and this continued until December 2018. The 
result was probably the most complete list of  its kind to date, published 
for the fi rst time in the Appendix to the Library catalogue. 

Work on both catalogues continued until 18 February 2019. Claudia 
Maassen designed both catalogues on the basis of  the preparatory work 
for Bulletin 1 and Bulletin 2 by André Schneider. A total of  over 1,900 
photos/scans were processed for both catalogues and the German 
company Mediaprint in Paderborn was commissioned to print them. 

Of  course, this so-called Library catalogue also offers much more. For 
example, an overview of  the individual exhibits that Tomas Bjäringer 
is showing in the Court of  Honour at STOCKHOLMIA 2019. It is 
also thanks to Jonas Hällström that this special exhibition of  literature 
rarities by THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON can be seen in 
2019/2020 at various other events around the world – thus promoting 
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON over a longer period of  time.

But the literature exhibitors who show their exhibits in Stockholm 
were also important to the organiser. Each exhibit was described in 

Example page of the literature 
catalogue showing the layout.

This is what many printout pages 
looked like when they came back 
from Tomas Bjäringer!
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detail in an exemplary manner, presented with an illustration and with all 
the necessary bibliographical information along with the source of  supply. 
Jan Berg, the exhibition commissioner, was not only responsible for the 
fi rst contacts here, but also for the subsequent proofreading, which was 
very extensive.

This catalogue thus became a kind of  tribute to the literary work of  
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON, an appreciation of  important 
authors, researchers and experts, to whom we can only pay our respects 
today. The catalogue itself  is a particular example of  what is possible when 
many experts and willing philatelists work together in an international 
network, across all national and linguistic boundaries.

A fi nal note is permitted: no work, no author, is free from errors or 
infallible. In this respect, it is desirable that new fi ndings be collected 
and recorded. These may be sent to the author at any time by email 
(w.maassen@philcreativ.de). 

One fi nal recommendation can only be that to collect the publications 
presented and described in this book, and to deal with them in more 
detail, is a delightful experience. Publications of  THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY LONDON should be in the reference library of  every philatelist.

Examples of pages from the overview of the competitive exhibits shown 
in Stockholm and the handouts presented by Mårten Sundberg. 




